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Crews Build New Bridges to Chincoteague Island
By Angela B. Hurni
The Black Narrows Bridge and
the Chincoteague Channel Bridge on Route 175 provide the only access to
Chincoteague Island, Va.
In recent years, the bridges began falling into ill repair, prompting the town to call upon
the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) and the Commonwealth
Transportation Board (CTB) to supply funds to replace the bridges.
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The town of Chincoteague, famous for its annual Pony Swim and Auction, cited the
roughly 4,000 residents and more than 1 million tourists each year who use the
bridges as the primary motivation to approve the $68.7 million project. In January
2007, American Bridge Company, Richmond office, was awarded the contract, and
work began that March. The scheduled completion date is November 2009.
The replacement project calls for the construction of two new bridges that intersect
one another over Black Narrows, Chincoteague and Lewis Creek navigational
channels. A new 0.75-mi. (1.2 km) bridge will be built over Black Narrows and Lewis
Creek Channel, and a 729-ft. (222 m) connector bridge will be built linking the new
bridge to Marsh Island. There will be a single lane of traffic in each direction, divided by a double line. What’s more, the lanes will be wider than the old
bridges’ in order to meet current standards.
The primary bridge will begin on the west side of Black Narrows at Route 175 and span north to connect with Maddox Boulevard in town at the Main Street
intersection. A bascule bridge will be installed as part of the new span that crosses over Lewis Creek Channel.
This new primary bridge will allow motorists to access Marsh Island via a second bridge called the Marsh Island Connector. The Marsh Island Connector will
exit onto Marsh Island at the same location as the soon to be demolished Black Narrows Bridge. The Chincoteague Channel Bridge also will be demolished
following construction.
At this time, American Bridge has completed the concrete bridge test pile phase, and crews are now driving production piles. Furthermore, the contractor is
driving 48-in. (122 cm) piles at the bascule pier and placing pier caps on some of the piles. American Bridge brought in its Manitowoc M250 barge-mounted
crane to drive 36-in. (91 cm) piles below the mud line, among other tasks.
American Bridge has Kevin Moynihan, project manager, and Tom Dey, assistant project manager, working on the job site. According to Dey, the Manitowoc
M250 has a Bruce hydraulic pile hammer attachment that is used for work on the 14-in. (36 cm) steel pipe piles at the abutments.
“It is the second largest hydraulic hammer in the United States,” said Dey.
In addition, American Bridge is using another Manitowoc, a 4100, which is on a flexifloat. The company is also making use of a Tadano rubber-tire 60-ton (54
t) capacity crane.
Temporary bridges, or trestles, had to be built prior to constructing the new bridges, so American Bridge brought in two barge-mounted crawler cranes that
remain on-site. An American 9320 crane is still being used, and an American 9299 crane is now located at abutment A.
Additional work that has been finished includes the completion of the concrete retaining wall along the Black Narrows marsh land. Six massive transmission
line poles have been installed in preparation of the power company relocating power lines. Concrete pours will begin in March, which includes pouring the
foundation for the moveable span pier and pouring the pier cap beams.
This project comes with environmental protection restrictions because the Colonial-nesting bird chooses to mate and nest in the waters surrounding
Chincoteague Island. Tia Freeman, VDOT’s public relations specialist, said that the “environmental protection restrictions were lifted in the Fall and are
coming back April 1 through Sept. 1.”
When asked if work has to stop entirely on the project due to the environmental concerns, Dey said, “No. We just move from one area to another and away
from the marsh.”
During the restricted period, no work can be performed at what Freeman calls “the transition zone between the existing causeway and the new bridge.” Still,
there are plenty of other tasks that can be performed until September. Even so, VDOT and the contractor constantly monitor construction activities to ensure
compliance with environmental regulations.
The numerous benefits resulting from the new bridges will be worth the wait for the townspeople and the many yearly visitors. Traffic congestion in downtown
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Chincoteague will be reduced, boaters will have better channel access and the number of necessary bridge openings will be reduced. In addition, the wider
lanes and shoulders will enhance motorists’ safety and industrial access may improve because VDOT will be able to consider permits for overweight loads.
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S.D. City Council Considers Corn Palace Expansion
MITCHELL, S.D. (AP) City Council President Ken Tracy said it might be time to take another look at expanding the Corn Palace rather than building a new events center
in Mitchell. Click for more...
Eaton’s Electrical Group Headquarters Expansion Marks Fulfillment of Plans
Eaton Corp. planned for future expansion when it commissioned a 140,000 sq.-ft. (13,006 sq m) office facility for its Moon Township’s Cherrington Corporate Center in the
late 1990s. Click for more...
ODOT Begins Deck Replacement Work on U.S. 68/Ohio 15
A project to replace the concrete deck on U.S. 68/Ohio 15 over Lima Avenue at the south edge of Findlay began March 31. Click for more...
Hitachi Appoints JESCO as N.J., Metro New York Dealer
JESCO is now the authorized Hitachi construction equipment dealer in New Jersey and the metro New York area. Click for more...
Garden State’s George’s Salvage Does More With Less
Through three generations of continuous growth, George’s Salvage has always kept a close eye on how the company utilized its patch of property in New Jersey. Click for
more...
Peterson Development Makes Rock Solid Investment
“There is money in rock,” said Bob Peterson, president of Peterson Development LLC in Pelham, N.H. Click for more...
Yankees, Mets Gear Up for Last Seasons at Current Ballparks
NEW YORK (AP) One is the House that Ruth Built. One is the concrete box where the Beatles performed in 1965 and the New York Mets went from chumps to champs.
Click for more...
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Pa. Contractor Jerry Gorski Named Chairman-Elect of ABC
Jerry Gorski, construction engineer of Gorski Engineering Inc., Collegeville, Pa., was sworn in as Associated Builders and Contractors (ABC) national chairman-elect at
ABC’s 2008 National Convention in San Juan, Puerto Rico. Click for more...
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